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FROM THE CHAIRMAN’S WINDOW 

“The Government has announced that the Dorset Council area will exit out 
of national restrictions (lockdown) into Tier 2 (High Alert) on Wednesday 2 
December. The main restrictions under Tier 2 are: 

• no mixing of households indoors, apart from support bubbles 

• pubs and bars must remain closed, unless operating as restaurants 

We understand that the Government will review this on 16 December.” 

The above arrived just in time to change what I had already written! I 
hope we will have deserved some relaxation in time for Christmas. There 
cannot be anyone who does not want to work to that end. 

Restrictions meant the Remembrance Service on Sunday, November 8th 
was held outside St Mary’s Church, with all arrangements carefully 
administered by Peter Elliott and the service conducted by Jane Griffin. It 
did not seem to matter that the music was recorded. The drizzle had 
stopped at 10.15 and the traffic was stopped as the 2 minutes silence was 
observed. I, once again, had the honour of reading out the names of our 
fallen and placing a wreath on behalf of the Parish on the War Memorial. 
Those attending were intrigued to meet a black Labrador which was a 
‘War Veteran’ involved invaluably in Afghanistan. 

December 16th is a doubly important day because the Planning Inspector’s 
Inquiry into the development proposed for the field off Bournemouth 
Road, running across to Park Hill begins and could take 2 days. This is a 
complicated affair with business conducted on line. Dorset Council has 
employed a consultant and a barrister to lead on the case to prevent 
development. The Parish Council was gratified that its submission was 
very much in line with DC’s thinking. There are many members of the 
public who want to participate and they are to be congratulated for their 
efforts so far. By the time you get this, we hope the best Christmas 
present will be a very big ‘NO’. 

With Christmas just around the corner, the Parish Council hopes all will 
enjoy the time to the best of their abilities. Many thanks are due to our 
wonderful volunteers in the Parish Centre and to those we employ, 
particularly Martin Park who ‘quietly’ gets on with his job of cutting the 
grass in the Playing Field and Cemeteries, Roy Battrick, who carries out 
repairs to the Play Area and created the visually very satisfying surround 
of the Bastard Pump, Ben Hollowbread who changes the flags outside the 
Village Hall, and Julie MacGregor, who looks after the flowers which 
decorate the pump. To them and all of you, we wish a Happy Christmas. 
With luck 2021 will turn out to be something we can recognise as ‘normal’. 
Do please stay safe in the meantime. TJH. 

 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT FUND APPLICATIONS 2020-2021 
Applications for funding can now be submitted for this 
year’s £7,000 Community Benefit Fund.  
Go to www.charltonmarshall.org.uk and scroll to 
‘Community Benefit Fund’ to download the application 
form. Closing date for applications is 31st January 2021. 
Any questions please email The Clerk. Successful 
applications will be announced in the Spring.  
 

PLAY AREA CLOSURE 
The Parish Council are planning to replace the play 
equipment and surfacing in the New Year.  The play 
area will therefore be out of action for several 
weeks.  The Parish council apologise for any 
inconvenience this may cause but are excited at the 
prospect of the village having a smart new 
playground. 

 

The Parish Council wreath 

Part of the Remembrance congregation 

The Pump in The Close 
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  FAREWELL TO CHARLTON MARSHALL – MALCOLM AND LYNDA PRESLAND. 
Lynda and I arrived in Charlton Marshall, quite by chance, in February 1996. Having lived and 
moved around East, North, West and South of the British Isles through job re-location, I was 
fortunate enough to be offered a retirement package that enabled us to consider if we could 
create something that we could do together, at the same time as moving to live in an area 
that we had chosen. 

Ultimately, we settled on running a Bed and Breakfast in Charlton Marshall. Once we opened 
for guests, we so enjoyed meeting the variety of people from this and many other countries, 
some still friends today, and even one returning couple came to eventually live in the Village. 
We gradually made friends with many good people that welcomed us to Charlton Marshall 
and were gradually drawn into activities both social and organisational; Lynda serving 
regularly in the Coffee Drop-in and I helped out on the tech side with computers etc. Over 
the last few years we have supported and led the Speed Watch team, sadly curtailed by 
Covid. Will we be able to run another session before we leave here? 

What has changed over the years?  For one, my daily walk to the village shop to buy a paper.  
In 1996 the shop had already lost the Post Office and an energetic band of people had re-
purposed the Church Room (now the Parish Centre) to enable a Post Office to re-open. The 
shop itself, was eventually closed and sold to developers for which today’s occupants’ of 
Parva Cottages must be grateful.  Despite a well supported protest march to Blandford Post 
Office, our Post Office was closed in 2008. It was a sad loss but the closure enabled a coffee 
morning previously held only on a Thursday to become an every weekday event, coupled 
with a shop supplying everything the Post Office had stocked plus an outlet for produce. The 
growing interest in all things digital at that time, enabled the inclusion of an internet cafe 
with help and assistance with computers, tablets, mobile phones etc. Over the years, the 
availability of the Community Funding via the Parish Council helped this part of village life to 
update equipment. 

I had an early introduction to the Parish Council with an immediate appointment as 
Chairman, when the previous councillors resigned en-bloc in protest over the District Council 
approving development of the Greenfield Road garage site. The protest continued over the 
next few years against associated planning applications with some success but eventually 
nearly all was lost following the developer’s two appeals. 

Most enjoyable was my time leading the celebrations of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 
2012 which included the naming of the Q.E. II playing field.  

I am writing this article with some trepidation as although Keston House is under offer and 
our offer on the property that we are proposing to downsize into has been accepted and 
legal work is well underway, nothing has been signed and it all could come to a halt. 
Assuming that matters go ahead as planned, we will fill in the gap of our habitational tour of 
the Country by settling in the West Midlands close to one of our daughters, husband and 
grandchildren and in the main, no further away from the rest of our family to which was 
added six grandchildren during our time here. 

The changes to this Village will continue and we will miss seeing them as they happen. 
Notably the interrupted progress of a new Village Hall, brought to a halt by the Virus.  

Most of all, many friends will, I am certain, be missed. Thank you for your friendship; we will 
be thinking of you and hope to keep in touch with many of you.  Malcolm. 

VILLAGE BOOKLET Parish Clerk for 50 years, member of the Church Choir for 56 
years, gardener at Charlton House all his working life, Gilbert Bennet who died in 
1965, wrote some recollections of the village; these were published in 1992 in 
support of the Church Restoration Association. They are now being republished in 
an updated edition to once again raise funds for the Church. If you would be 
interested to have a copy please let us know NOW – email 
mk.cmanor@googlemail.com or phone Mark Churchill on 452872 (email preferred 
if you can). This will not commit you but will help us decide how many to print. It 
will cost about £4. When it is available we will then contact you again. 
 

SPEEDWATCH Speeding through the village 
is an on-going concern.  The Speedwatch 
team are volunteers who monitor and report 
speeding vehicles.  More volunteers are 
urgently needed to keep this running as 
minimum numbers are required to run 
sessions.  If you are concerned regarding the 
speed of vehicles through Charlton Marshall 
and can spare some time to volunteer please 
contact the Clerk. 

 

CLERK RECRUITMENT The current Parish Clerk will be retiring at the end of the 
financial year. The Parish Council are therefore seeking a replacement clerk and the 
post will be advertised in the New Year.  Anyone who is interested in applying for 
this position and would like to know more should contact the existing clerk on the 
email at the head of the newsletter. 

DOG REGULATIONS – FROM DORSET COUNCIL 

Residents are hereby made aware that a new 
Dog related Public Spaces Protection Order for 
Dorset Council will come into force on the 1 
January 2021, and will expire 3 years later 
For further information on the content of the 
Order, penalty levels, maps and exemptions see  
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/environme
ntal-health/dog-warden-
service/responsibilities-of-a-dog-owner.aspx  

 

NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS REQUIRED 
Vacancies remain for councillors on the 
Parish Council.  Interested residents 
should contact the Clerk. 

Gilbert Bennet 
with 
horticultural 
trophies 

Malcolm and Lynda 

mailto:mk.cmanor@googlemail.com


 
CHARLTON MARSHALL PARISH CENTRE 

(behind the bus stop opposite The Charlton Inn) 

 

Due to current Covid-19 restrictions, we are unable to advise when the 

'Coffee Stop' will be serving coffee and cakes and can start the Friday 

soup lunches, but until then ...... 

 

December 2020 

Thursday & Friday 10.30am to 12.30pm 

Check the notice on the door for updates 

Open for the sale of a great new selection of 50p paperbacks and jig-saw 

puzzles, greeting cards, Christmas cards and stamps, homemade cakes and 

seasonal preserves. 

Plus, during December, a Christmas draw, gifts, wrapping paper and 

decorations. 

 

January 2021 

Check the notice on the door for updates 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

Friday Soup Lunches 

Coffee and Tea 

NEWS UPDATE FROM THE VILLAGE HALL Firstly, thank you to the Parish Council for allowing us to contribute to this joint newsletter. 
We hope that everybody is remaining well and safe during these difficult times. 
 
The Village Hall opened for business in September, but only two of the regular user groups felt comfortable in returning to hold their 
classes. Another two groups had planned to return after half term, but due to the second lockdown have decided to wait until the 
New Year. It now looks as though a full return to business is unlikely to happen until well into 2021.  
 
Our finances remain volatile and will be so until full business resumes, giving us the income needed to cover all our overheads. The 
100 club is still open until mid-December for membership as we have 18 numbers still available – please contact Roger on 01258 
488431 if you wish to join.  Many thanks to those who are already members for continuing into 2021. 
 
The old village hall had a constitution dating back to 1985 and ceased to be valid following the building of the new hall. Therefore, 
we have now converted the old charity to the 21st century version called a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) registered 
with the Charity Commission, which gives a new constitution and the Trustees more security, without basically changing the status 
and terms. 
 
At our AGM held in October the officers were re-elected until next May’s AGM. Following this, an announcement was made by Roger 
and Pam Higgins and Margaret Chambers that they would be retiring next May. Roger has stated that he would remain overseeing 
the Treasurers position and to prepare and clear for audit, if required, until September when the school term starts.  Plans are now 
under way to recruit new Officers and Trustees to get new energy and ideas to ensure the future of the hall. More information will 
be announced a.s.a.p. 
 
We continue to act as ‘caretakers’ for the hall on a weekly basis and look forward to when we are given the go ahead to open fully 
in a safe environment sometime in the New Year. 
 
Roger Higgins Treasurer and Trustee on behalf of the Village Hall Committee. Tel 488431 

 

PARISH CENTRE Thanks to Government support in 
partnership with National Lottery and Dorset County we are 
able to sustain this valuable community facility and aid 
recovery of activities. The Centre gradually reopened for use 
in August following Government Covid 19 safety guidelines 
for Community buildings and hospitality and has been well 
used, with limited numbers, and much appreciated.   

Opening times are very dependent on the number of 
volunteers available.  If you can spare one morning a month 
we would love to hear from you. Pat Osborne Telephone; 
01258453516.  Email; pat.osborne@talktalk.net 
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 FROM OUR VICAR -REV CAROLYN COUZENS 

Dear Everyone in Charlton Marshall 

This has been an exceptionally difficult year for all of us. As a 
church we are here for all the community whether you regularly 
attend church or not. If there's anything we can do to support you, 
please do feel welcome to get in touch. 

I’m delighted that the Church can open for Christmas, and we will 
be following all safety regulations. Because of social distancing 
measures inside each church, seating capacity is reduced and so, 
this year, we are asking people to reserve a place. Households will 
sit together. You are welcome to join us. 

Sunday 13 December: 10.45am Holy Communion 
4.00pm Traditional Candle lit Lessons & Carols (at Spetisbury 
Church contact Molly Edwards on 488815 to reserve a place) 

Sunday 20 December: 10.45am Family Christmas Service (contact 
Peter Elliott on 451763 or pa.elliottmd@gmail.com to reserve a 
place) 
4.00pm Christingle Family Service at Spetisbury Church (contact 
Molly Edwards on 488815 to reserve a place) 
6.30pm Carol Service at Blandford St Mary 

Thursday 24 December: 11.30pm Candlelit Midnight Communion 
(contact Peter Elliott on 451763 or pa.elliottmd@gmail.com to 
reserve a place) 

Friday 25 December: 10.00am Christmas Morning Family Service 
by Zoom (contact revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com for link) 

The Christmas Concert is online this year: contact John Goodman 
on forrgood@live.com before 21 December to be sent a link. 

Like all charities we have missed out on some fundrasising 

activities this year, so we’re now registered with easyfundraising, 

which means you can help us for FREE. Over 4,000 shops and sites 

will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to shop with them 

– at no extra cost to yourself! All you need to do is sign up and 

remember to use easyfundraising whenever you shop online. It’s 

easy and completely FREE! These donations really mount up, so 

please sign up to support us at 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/charltonmarshallpcc/ 

More information from John Griffin wjohngriffin@gmail.com 

I pray that however you spend Christmas this year, you will know 
peace and hope. If it’s simpler than normal, then just remember you 
are in good company - the first Christmas, in a stable, was very 
simple too.  

God bless, Carolyn. Rev. Carolyn Couzens 01258 858353 
revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com  

DEATH OF OUR OLDEST INHABITANT Kenneth Musselwhite, 
our oldest inhabitant, died in September and was cremated 
after a service at Harbour View. He was 96 and had lived all 
his life in The Close. He was a fascinating multi-talented 
man, being best known for building fibre glass boats in ‘the 
boatyard’ where 36-38 The Close now stand. He also worked 
for his dad who was an agricultural contractor (a key worker 
during World War II).  The talents extended to being an 
excellent tenor saxophonist in The Modernaires who were 
in great demand locally. Added to that he was a quite 
outstanding soccer goalie for the Charlton Marshall team in 
the 50s, coached by Gerald Wellen’s father, although he 
turned down opportunities offered to go for greater heights 
in the game. There were two daughters from his marriage to 
Pamela – Karen who lives in Pimperne and Sarah who lives 
in Lytchett Maltravers.   

Follow up…Who is our oldest inhabitant now? Please let the 
Clerk know. 

 

CENSUS 2021 
Advance notice that the 
census will take place on 
21st March 2021 please look 
out for details of how to 
complete and help available 
closer to the time. 

 

SELF-ISOLATING DUE TO COVID-19? 

If you are self-isolating we can help with;  

• A friendly phone call 

• Essential shopping 

• Posting letters 

• Urgent supplies, prescriptions etc. 

Please contact Jane Griffin on 454653 or janegriffin@sky.com 

Or Pat Osborne on 453516 or pat.osborne@talktalk.net 

We will arrange for someone to get in touch. 

If you require a priest contact:- Revd. Carolyn Couzens 01258 
858353– revcarolyncouzens@gmail.com 

Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to 
ensure you are only spreading kindness. Avoid physical contact 
(2m). Wash your hands regularly. Items should be left on your 
doorstep. 

Volunteers interested in helping please contact the above 

• Ken in The Modernaires. 

• One of Ken’s boats 

squeezing under the arch 

in The Close. 

• Ken’s board beyond the 

arch in The Close. 
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